
Exam Literacy 

A ticket out of developmental mathematics



My Students

 All failed Algebra state exam 2 or more times

 Passed all other exams
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The test is coming!!!

The test is coming!!!



What is the test testing?



Decoding: What is the 

question asking?



What is the major topic?



What is knowledge does 

this rely on?



Have you seen a question 

like this before?



What are the patterns in 

this type of  question?



Characteristics of  Multiple Choice: 

Identifying the Distractors and 

Misconceptions



Obvious wrong answers



Key Vocabulary



Question Structure



Sign Numbers



What is the question?

Tools for identifying the 

correct answer



A.N.6: 

Evaluating Expressions



A.A.22: Solving Equations



A.A.25 Solving Equations 

with Fractional Expressions



A.M.2 Conversions



A.A.33: Slope: 

Determine the Slope of  a Line



A.A.34 

Writing Linear Equations



A.A.39 

Identifying Points On a Line



What is the question?

Tools for identifying the 

correct answer



A.A.13: Addition and 

Subtraction of  Polynomials



A.A.13: Addition and 

Subtraction of  Polynomials



A.A.13: Addition and 

Subtraction of  Polynomials



In a baseball game, the ball traveled 350.7 feet in 4.2 seconds.  

What was the average speed of  the ball, in feet per second?

(1) 83.5 (3) 354.9

(2) 177.5 (4) 1,472.9

Fluency



In a baseball game, the ball traveled 350.7 feet in 4.2 seconds.  

What was the average speed of  the ball, in feet per second?

(1) 83.5 (3) 354.9

(2) 177.5 (4) 1,472.9

Fluency



Fluency



Fluency



Fluency



Results
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Are My Students College 

Ready?


